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by Kevin Garrison
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Doing your flight training in dribs
and drabs is very often a recipe for di-
saster. You lose a percentage of what
you’ve learned if you wait significant
periods of time between lessons. Also,
if you are pacing your training based
on how often you can afford a lesson it
could literally take years to complete a
rating, if you complete it at all.

In the world of instrument training,
concentrated constant effort coupled

with professional instruction and total
immersion is the answer to completing
the rating with the real world knowl-
edge necessary to succeed in today’s
tough flying environment.

One flight training company, Ac-
celerated Flight & Instrument Training
(AFIT), is the gold standard of high-
paced, competent and successful learn-
ing. This company provides a ten-day
complete instrument course tailored to



the general aviation pilot, not the airline
wannabe.

Even though AFIT does not train air-
line crews they do follow a basic tenant
of airline flight crew training. In the air-
line world, pilots also don’t have their
flight training scheduled in once a week
lessons. They are totally immersed in
their program until they graduate with
a type rating.

It really is the best way to learn. You
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Offering STCIPMA Products for Cessna Owners Since 1987

Auxiliary Fuel Tanks - Baggage Compartment Installation
FAA Approved for -

*C- 150, 152 (14.6 gallons) *C-172 (1965+) & 182A-D (18 gallons)

*C-210, T210 (18 or 28 gallons) *C- P210N, R (29.4 gallons)

Low Fuel Quantity Warning System for.Cessnha 210, T210, P210

THE SILVER EAGLE CONVERSION
Since 1992 — The Single-Engine Turbine in a Class by itself -
Rolls-Royce Powered 450hp Pressurized Cessna 210
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YOUR COMPLETE ONE-STOP FACILITY
FOR CESSNA MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR

e AIRFRAME: H.A.S. is equipped with factory wing, fuselage, and control surface jigs to
rebuild your aircraft after a major accident or repair minor hangar rash.

e ENGINE: H.AS. specializes in “firewall forward” overhauls on both Lycoming and
Continental engines, using our “do it right the first time” approach, insuring an engine
that will last to TBO.

e AVIONICS: H.A.S. employs factory-trained personnel to service and install all major
brands of radio and navigation equipment.

e PAINT: If your aircraft is in need of minor touch-up, or you are looking to strip and
repaint your entire aircraft to a better-than-factory-look, H.A.S. is the place to go.

* INTERIORS: H.A.S. uses only high-quality materials that meet or exceed the required
standards to transform your interior into a luxurious, well-appointed cabin that will last for
many years.

¢ ROUTINE MAINTENANCE: H.AS. can provide all of your aircraft maintenance
needs, including 100 hr / annual inspections, routine servicing, and major alterations.

e PARTS: H.A.S. provides over-the-counter sales of engine and airframe parts for most
makes and models as well as being an authorized Cessna parts and service center.

1-800-314-4350
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don’t lose your edge between lessons. What you learned yes-
terday can be recalled and built upon in today’s lesson.

The Money Trap

AFIT’s concentrated courses solve another big problem
in the flight training business. Often, students who pay lesson
by weekly lesson find other uses for their disposable income.
Also, since they have to re-learn much of what they were
taught during their lesson two weeks ago, many students lose
interest and fall behind and finally out.

By concentrating the course and charging its fee upfront,
AFIT takes the onus of money out of the equation. There
are no hourly charges for instruction like at traditional flight
schools. AFIT charges a daily fee and its instructors work
very hard to make sure its students learn the material and are
able to use it in the real world.

What you need is what you get

Prior to beginning your training, AFIT consults with you
on such things as your aircraft, prior experience, background,
anticipated IFR environments, and any special equipment
(HSI, GPS, auto flight systems, etc) you may want included
in your training.

Once they have a grasp on your needs, AFIT staff designs
and schedules a course specifically made for your situation.

BRUCE'S CUSTOM COVERS

889 E. California Ave.
Sunnyvale, CA 34086

AIRCRAFT COVERS

* Custom-made {or all makes, models, and modifications.
+ Protects interior and avionics from the sun and heat.
* Prevents damage caused by leaking door and window seals.

TOLL FREE (U.S. & CANADA) 800/777-6405
www.aircraftcovers.com

An instructor can be sent to your location so you can train
in your area with your aircraft. Sometimes, due to restrictive
FBO rental policies, you might travel to an AFIT location
and use its aircraft for training as Tom Dolan, President of
Homeland Security Aviation did.

“The next change in the course came about when I tried
to schedule an aircraft here on Long Island, New York,” said
Dolan. “Most FBOs would only rent me an aircraft if their
instructors would train me, citing clauses in their insurance
policies. Mark made the suggestion to train near him in the
St. Louis area, where AFIT had an aircraft available at a very
reasonable rate compared to New York prices.”

How it is scheduled.

The ten day syllabus was designed with busy, success-
ful pilots in mind—pilots who couldn’t afford the time usu-
ally required for this kind of training. With the AFIT course,
you work 8 to 10 hours a day with the time divided between
ground and flight instruction. The 10 day course provides 20
to 30 hours of ground instruction and 40 to 50 hours in your
aircraft.

There is some flexibility built into the schedule. If you
need to start your training day at 7am or 3pm, the instructors
can work with you. If a student needs to take a short break to
handle something at the office, AFIT instructors can oblige.

Covers Available:
* Canopy * Engine
= Wings » Empennage

Propellers = Intake Plugs|
* Horizontal Stabilizers

PHONE: 408/738-3950
FAX: 408/738-2720
Email; bruce@alreraltcovers, com
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Having a student distracted by business concerns doesn’t
benefit the instructor or the student. AFIT scheduling allows
for this so the student can concentrate on the training when
they are being trained.

There is no substitute for a great instructor.

The instructors at AFIT are hired based on their teach-
ing ability, IFR experience and maturity. They are usually in
their mid 50°s and have quite a bit of flying experience—an
average total time of over 8,000 hours with more than 2,000
IFR hours. These aren’t guys looking for a part-time instruct-
ing job at the local airport. They are total professionals, many

Dylan Krassensky, an
AFIT graduate, had nothing
but good things to say about
his instructor. (Ed had been a
flight instructor for 19 years)

“My experiences with Ed
were nothing short of awe-
some. He is a very enjoyable
person to work with, and

In the world of instrument training,
concenfrated constant effort coupled
with professional instruction and total
immersion is the answer to completing
the rating with the real world knowl-
edge necessary to succeed in today’s
tough flying environment.

of them have been with AFIT
since the company’s inception.

An investment in a safe
future

Instrument training isn’t
just about being able to fly a
pattern using only your panel
for guidance. It is about flying

someone who you can really
just sit and have a good con-
versation with. He really likes
what he is doing, and his previous experience as a teacher
shines extremely well through his flight instruction. His
knowledge and first hand experiences with icing were ex-
tremely helpful, especially when we ran into some icing our-
selves during the training. Ed was extremely knowledgeable,
and made the training a great learning experience and a fun
one as well.”

your family through weather to
a safe landing. Decision mak-
ing skills and experience in the
real world system of IFR flight is vital to your future safety
as a pilot.

AFIT is committed to developing a fully functional IFR
pilot who can fly a real aircraft in the real world. The train-
ing its program offers is accelerated and sometimes intense
but when you graduate from the program there should be no
doubt in your mind that you are truly an instrument pilot.
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LYCOMING 0-235 to 10-540
CONTINENTAL O-200 to 10-530

Cr-mph,'l,l,' ENZInes with accessories
and complete logs!

Alsn
CYLINDERS, MAGS, ACCESSORIES

| 612-722-0065
612-722-1024 FAX

SURFACES,

LANDING GEAR,

2825 13th Ave S.
Minneapolis, MN 55407

WENTWORTH AIRCRAFT, INC.

The LARGEST Single-Engine Cessna/Piper
used parts dealer ...

1-800-AWENTWORTH

CHEROKEE, CESSNA, HOMEBUILTS
FIND EVERYTHING YOU NEED WITH ONLY ONE CALL!

WINGS, COWLINGS, INTERI-
DRS, CONTROL SURFACES,

THE WO

AVIONICS

KING, NARCO, ARC, COLLINS,
NAV-COM, TRANSPONDER,
ADFE, DME, AUTO-PILOT

TAIL
Travs and complete hamess inchuded!

All anits
100r% satisfaction guaranteed!

E-Mail: -
wentacpart@aol.com
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Aircraft loans at the speed of yes. |

Valley Commercial Capital will finance your new aircraft
or help you refurbish an existing one. And our simple
application process will have you up and away in no time.

Call Bob Ewing at 1-877-FLY-PROS

e are the pre-
terred financing

Prcuicer for the G Valley Commercial Capital
Cessna Flyer :
| Association.
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www.valleynationalbankscom/aircrait
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Tom Crane, a recent AFIT graduate,
sums it up best:

“‘An instrument rating makes you a
better pilot’ I was told by many aviators.
I was having trouble fitting the addition-
al training into my schedule. I read an
ad in an aviation magazine about AFIT
and was more than intrigued. After a lit-
tle more research I decided to immerse
myself in my instrument training. I

Once they have a
grasp on your needs, the
AFIT staff designs and
schedules a course spe-
cifically made for your sit-
uation. An instructor can
be sent to your location
SO you can train in your
area with your aircraft.

scheduled a block of ten days and com-
mitted myself to the training.

Bill, the trainer, an 8,000 hour plus
pilot, and I formed a fast friendship
and I learned about more than just in-
strument flying during those ten days. I
passed my check ride with confidence.
Now I am a better and safer pilot, thanks
to AFIT.”

Success with Safety

AFIT trains 18 to 23 pilots per week.
Ninety-eight percent of its students pass
their check ride on the first attempt.
Concentrated instrument training in
your aircraft in your hometown follow-
ing your schedule? What a concept!

Resources

AFIT Accelerated Flight & Instru-
ment Training, LLC
866-270-8224
www.dfit-info.com

Kevin Garrison's aviation career began at age
15 as a lineboy in Lakeland, Florida. He came
up through general aviation and after twenty
seven years as an airline pilot, recently retired
as a 767 captain. Now that he is done terrify-
ing passengers, Kevin plays tennis, dabbles in
fight instruction, carriage driving competi-
tions and poetry readings. He lives with the
most patient woman on the planet on a horse
farm in Kentucky, where he writes unsold hu-
mor projects.



